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ur story begins in April 2014, when Lori Gomez—a Slidell native, artist, and arts advocate—realized
the potential for Olde Towne’s Heritage Park to host a new music and arts festival unlike any the city
had ever seen before. Lori reached out to Jared Zeller, the Founder and President of MotherShip Foundation, host of New Orleans’ Mid-City Bayou Boogaloo: a community-centered music and arts festival that’s
grown from 5,000 to 35,000 people in its ten year existence. What started as one site visit with MotherShip’s logistic team, Lori Gomez, Alex Carollo (Director of Slidell’s Dept. of Public and Cultural Affairs), and
Kevin Walcott (Director of Slidell’s Dept. of Recreation), quickly turned into monthly meetings, creative brainstorming, planning sessions, city-wide networking, partnerships, and one big idea: Festival Bonfouca.
By December 2014, the concept was solidified, and the group went on to meet with Freddy Drennan (Slidell’s
Mayor) and John E. Smith (Director of Economic Development). The following month, the group presented the
idea to the City Council, who responded with warm enthusiasm. Throughout the next six months, the group would
continue to solicit citywide support through meetings with Timothy Mathison (Chief Administrative Officer) and
Val Vanney (City Councilman for District D, which encompasses the festival site at Heritage Park).
To ensure that this festival would be guided by creative capital and benefit the greater community, the planning group voted to organize themselves into the Camellia City Arts Advocates (C2A2). With C2A2‘s grassroots
engagement and MotherShip’s experience in developing a festival, the group is equipped with the human resources and wherewithal necessary to enable Festival Bonfouca to become everything it’s promised to be: a fun,
family-friendly weekend of local art, music, and food; a growing engine for the cultural economy; and the highest
caliber music festival that Slidell has ever seen.
Festival Bonfouca seeks to partner with companies that want to make a cultural impact in Louisiana’s greater
Northshore region. Sponsorship enables you to reach your target market through advertising, on-site marketing, product placement, and good old-fashioned hand shakes. During the festival, sponsors will also enjoy VIP
privileges, including a climate-controlled restroom facility, private bar, catered cuisine, and front-row access. We
hope the following pages not only excite you, but also present a valuable opportunity to connect with your market and gain effective exposure for your business.
So, without further ado, we present... Festival Bonfouca!
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WHAT IS FESTIVAL BONFOUCA?

Festival Bonfouca is Slidell’s first three-day community arts and music festival
located in Heritage Park on the banks of Bayou Bonfouca.

The inaugural festival will take place March 18-20, 2016

Fri. March 18, 5pm–10pm. Sat. March 19, 11am–10pm. Su n. March 20, 11am–9pm.

PROGRAMMING

Programming includes diverse Musical Entertainment, an
Art Market, a Family Village, Favorite Local Restaurants and
Caterers, and Recreational Activites.

• MUSIC: Two stages located in Heritage Park will include music from all genres including

Jazz, Funk, R&B, Country, Soul, Gospel, Cajun, Zydeco, World, Hip Hop, and
music found only in Louisiana.

• ART: Thirty regional artists will be selected by jury to display their handcrafted,
original art in an open-air market.

• FAMILY: The Family Village surrounding Heritage Park’s beloved playground will include
		

a children’s marketplace, games, and activities for the whole family.

• FOOD: Local restaurants, caterers, and food trucks will serve the best in Louisiana cuisine.
• RECREATION: Enjoy canoe and kayak rentals, a fishing tournament, and activities for
			

all ages.

Festival Bonfouca takes its name from the historic Bayou Bonfouca, which empties into
Lake Ponchartrain.
Bayou - a body of water typically found in a flat, low-lying area, and can refer either to an
extremely slow-moving stream or river (often with a poorly defined shoreline), or to a marshy
lake or wetland.
Bonfouca - a Native American word meaning rich landing or site of abundant resources and
referred to the mouth of the river at Lake Pontchartrain.
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HERITAGE PARK

The festival will take place on the historic banks of
Bayou Bonfouca in Slidell’s Heritage Park. Slidell is the
largest municipality in St. Tammany Parish, which has been one of the fastest growing parishes
in Louisiana since the 1970s. Slidell is situated 30 minutes northeast of New Orleans and 40
minutes west of the Gulf Coast beaches. Interstates 10, 12, & 59 meet in Slidell, making it an
easy to access destination for the entire region.

Heritage Park:
1701 Bayou Lane, Slidell, LA 70458
Click here for more info on

Bayou Bonfouca History
EPA Superfund

ST. TAMMANY PARISH COMMUNITY STATISTICS

from United States Census Bureau, St. Tammany Parish QuickFacts (2014 estimates)
& St. Tammany Parish Government: Business “What to Expect”

Population: Approaching 250,000 Wonderful People, including nearly 20,000 Veterans
Total Households: Right about 90,000
Median Household Income: Over $60,000
Homeownership Rate: Almost 80%
Median Value of Owner-Occupied House: Just shy of $200,000
Population with a Bachelor’s Degree or Higher: 30%
Schools: Consistently Ranked the Best Large School System in the State
Health: Highest Rate of Health Club Membership in the Country
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WHO’S ORGANIZING FESTIVAL BONFOUCA?
• MotherShip Foundation: MotherShip Foundation is a 501(c)3 nonprofit whose mission is to encourage social change by

improving the quality of life for Louisiana residents through the promotion of arts, culture, and recreation. MotherShip Foundation was founded in 2005 in response to the cultural aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. The organization’s flagship program is

the Mid-City Bayou Boogaloo Music and Arts Festival. Over the course of ten years, the festival has grown from a one-day,
5,000 person concert into a three-day-event attracting over 35,000 residents and visitors annually, all while remaining free
to the public! Proceeds from the Bayou Boogaloo have allowed MotherShip Foundation to reinvest in the community by replanting oak trees that had been lost to hurricanes, launching an anti-litter initiative, and becoming a valued community partner to
organizations throughout New Orleans who rely on the annual festival to generate exposure and raise funds for their services.

• Camellia City Arts Advocates (C A ): C A ‘s mission is to boost the cultural economy of St. Tammany Parish and to
2
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2
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educate artists, businesses, and charitable/nonprofit groups on ways to collaborate for the betterment of all parties. C2A2 is
an independent, exclusive group of community leaders, business owners, and artists that work together throughout the year to
promote, advise, and advocate for a variety of artistic endeavors and cultural groups.

COMMUNITY BENEFACTORS
As a not-for-profit venture, Festival Bonfouca will raise funds for the following community programs:

• East St. Tammany’s Habitat for Humanity’s Veterans Build Program
• Slidell’s Dept. of Recreation’s Playground Canopy at Heritage Park
• Slidell’s Dept. of Cultural and Public Affairs’ and Cultural Season’s Bayou Jam Fall
Concert Series and Slidell Movies Nights
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AVAILABLE SPONSORSHIPS
Naming Rights (2)

Title Sponsor (1)

Presenting Sponsor (1)

Programming Sponsors (4)
Bonfouca Stage (1)

Heritage Stage (1)

Family Village (1)

Art Market (1)

Beverage Sponsors (6+)
Beer (1) Spirits and High Content Alcohol (1) Champagne & Wine (1)
Carbonated Beverages (1) Bottled Water (1) Specialty Beverages (multiple)

Music Sponsors (22)
Headliner (5)

Stagehands (7)

Roadie (10)

Exclusive Category Sponsors
Insurance (1)

Lodging (1)

Additional Sponsorship Opportu nities
Fishing Rodeo, 5K Ru n, Fu n Ru n, Boat Races, Fireworks, Health & Wellness, Catering
Large Format Printing, Su nscreen, Temporary Labor, Transportation, Travel Agency, Web Design

Contact Us To Find Out If Festival Sponsorship Could Be Right For Your Business
Banks, Attorneys, Healthcare Providers, Boat & Marine Supply, Car/Motorcycle Dealers
Newspapers/Magazines, Telecommu nications, Architects, Engineers, Building Remodeling,
Landscape Companies, Real Estate Agencies, Schools, Restaurants/Lou nges, Hotels/Lodging,
Department Stores, Beverage Distributors, Government Contractors, Industrial Distributors,
Pest Control Companies

For more information on sponsorship opportunities, contact
Jared Zeller, President of MotherShip Foundation
jared@mothershipfoundation.org
(504) 460-5957
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